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Supplemental Methods
The NEDS is a 20 percent stratified sample of the target universe. The target universe for the NEDS was community (non-Federal short-term general or specialty), non-rehabilitation hospital-based EDs in the US that met the following conditions: (1) were included in the AHA Annual Survey Database, and (2) reported total annual ED visits. Non-rural hospitals with less than ten total ED visits per year were excluded.
Hospitals that met the above criteria and were located in any of the HCUP Partner States, and had less than 90 percent ED admission rates, provided the discharge records that were used in the final sample.
Furthermore, hospitals were stratified into stratums based on different hospital characteristics (e.g., region, ownership, trauma designation, etc.). The stratification method helps in creating a database containing a "microcosm" of EDs in the United States with similar characteristics and hospital-based ED distribution as the target universe. After the sampling and stratification, discharge weights were calculated as the number of ED visits from the target universe, divided by the number of visits from the sample hospitals which were included in the NEDS. Hence, each record represents the number of universe ED visits in its stratum during that year 1 . Below is the formula presented on the HCUP website 
